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would have been lost had not reinforcements
dashed to the rescue from groups of the Centre that
normally were hostile.

These are two instances of professional craft from
a work which is a veritable handbook of applied
political science.    But its supreme characteristic is
one which allows us to deduce that the writer's
capacity for state  affairs  is  ingenerate,  like  the
talent of a musical prodigy.    It is the unconscious
prevision, the clairvoyance, with which the author's
hand traces the exact processes of his own future.
Within those fascinatingly prophetic covers we may
rehearse, as at a preview, the strategy destined to
raise Leon Blum and his followers to empire.   The
secret is disclosed, eighteen years in advance, as to
how his  administration would  prove  capable of
surviving a series of convulsions like the occupa-
tional strikes, the Spanish war and the devaluation
of the franc, either of which would have brought
the typical French Cabinet to grief.   In the pages of
1918 was solved the mystery of 1936, when the
French Parliament started up from its long stupor
and accomplished in seventy days such a volume 01
profound and far-reaching legislation as it had not
before dispatched in sixty years.   The only sorcery
appears to have been that M. Blum, like Stendhal
treating   phases   of motion,   attacked  a   modern
political problem with the methods of observation
and analysis which the teachers of both, Condillac
and Helvetius, applied to the riddles of nature.

France is bedevilled,  the argument opens, by
ministries incapable of rule and parliaments unable